
GROWROOM // SHOWROOM PRESENTS: 
THE LIKES OF US 

DECEMBER 5, 2017 - JANUARY 20, 2018 
 

New Brooklyn Gallery showcases the work of ten artists shaped by a history of 
creative shared space. 

 
Brooklyn, N.Y. – GROWROOM // SHOWROOM at The Center for Advancement of 
Contemporary Art is thrilled to present The Likes of Us, a group exhibition of painting, 
sculpture, printmaking, photography, video and musical programming. 
 
CENTER FOR ADVANCEMENT OF CONTEMPORARY ART: 
As one of the last vestiges of Old Williamsburg, The Center For Advancement of 
Contemporary Art (C.A.C.A), originally started out as a collective studio run by artist 
Maya Hayuk in 2011. While galleries and artists moved further away into Bushwick and 
beyond, the need to have physical presence in the neighborhood grew from pipe dream 
to a real imperative. For the group exhibition, The Likes of Us, in C.A.C.A’s new 
GROWROOM // SHOWROOM, the curators have selected exceptional work from artists 
who have played a significant role in building a creative family while developing new 
work in the spirit of C.A.C.A. since its inception. 
 
“A wise man once told me ‘if you want to see something, curate something’. In 1998, I 
did just that. Culling from the vibrant, immediate community of San Francisco, I didn’t 
have to reach far to create an exhibition in the contemporary gallery where I made a 
new friend, Alethia Weingarten, who was then the director. Now, almost 20 years and 
many iterations of lives, likes, loves and evolving everythings later, Alethia and I have 
co-curated a show that’s been a long-time coming. We hope you join the likes of us this 
winter.” 
-  Maya Hayuk, 2017 
 
PARTICIPATING ARTISTS: 
 
TUNDE ADEBIMPE 
Tunde Adebimpe is a musician, actor, director, and visual artist best known as the lead 
singer of the band TV on the Radio. In addition to releasing the band's most recent 
record "Seeds", he recently collaborated with Brooklyn's Kayrock Screenprinting to 
release "Tour Sketch Journos 2003 - 2014 "a patchwork collection of drawings and 
writing from sketchbooks and journals kept during his years on the road with TVOTR 
from it's inception to present day.  
 
HISHAM BHAROOCHA 
Hisham Akira Bharoocha is a multi media artist based in Brooklyn, New York. He is 
represented by Hugo & Marie (NY) for commercial work and Snow Contemporary 
(Tokyo) for fine art. Bharoocha works in various mediums creating large-scale mural 
paintings, drawings, collage, sound, installation work, and performance. Bharoocha’s 
work touches on topics regarding the intricacies of mental architecture and self-made 
symbolism. Bharoocha has had solo exhibitions at Snow Contemporary (Tokyo) Ginza 
Mitsukoshi (Tokyo), D’Amelio Terras (New York), De Vleeshal (Netherlands), as well as 
having his work exhibited in numerous group shows in North America, Europe, 
Australia, and Asia. His work has been published in Art Forum, Nowness, i-D, V, and 
Flaunt Magazine to name a few.   



MORGAN BLAIR 
(b. 1986, Worcester, MA) Morgan Blair is a masterful maker and shaper. Meticulous and 
methodical, Blair has been creating enormous, mind-boggling painterly abstractions, 
intensely thoughtful pencil drawings and tiny, almost impressionistic impasto oil 
paintings of scenes from Seinfeld. Blair has participated in numerous recent exhibitions 
including a solo show at The Hole (NYC) and a bevy of group shows at The Newcomb 
Art Museum (New Orleans, LA) and Eighteen Gallery, (Copenhagen, DE), amongst 
others. 
 
TOM BUBUL 
(b. 1983) Tom Bubul makes paintings combining primitive figuration and narrative 
elements with dense systematic abstraction. For The Likes of Us, he is showing this 
work in NYC, where he lives & works, for the first time. You can pronounce his surname 
by saying, "bubble." 
 
AMY GARTRELL 
(b. 1974) Amy Gartrell lives and works in New York. Known as a mixed media artist who 
works with diverse materials, Gartrell has had solo exhibitions at La Panaderia, Mexico 
City, MOMA/PS1, Museum of Contemporary Art Santa Barbara, Greene Naftali and the 
Daniel Reich Gallery.   
 
MICHAEL HAMBOUZ 
(b. 1977 Niles, MI) Michael Hambouz uses multi-dimensional perspectives, layering, 
and shadows as tools to capture profound experiences and complex information. Hints 
of familiar shapes peek through radiant hues and kinetic forms to elicit a sense of 
connectivity in his rigorous practice of technicolor paintings verging on sculpture, daily 
narrative drawings and ultrasonic music. Hambouz earned his BA in Fine Art from 
Antioch College in 1999. Hambouz has exhibited at Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM), 
chashama, NYC, The Krasl Art Center, St. Joseph, MI, Calico Gallery, Brooklyn, with a 
solo survey exhibition at Antioch College slated for Summer 2018. He has been 
featured in Artnet News, Hyperallergic, Vice, and Design Milk.  
 
MAYA HAYUK 
Brooklyn-based Ukrainian American artist Maya Hayuk started her career as a music 
photographer in Baltimore and San Francisco before gaining international notoriety for 
her monumental, abstract and psychedelic paintings. Hayuk’s work has been the 
subject of one-person exhibitions and commissions at venues including The Bowery 
Wall (NY), The Hammer Museum (LA), M.I.M.A. (Brussels), MOCA (Jacksonville, FL) 
The Ukrainian Museum (NY) and MOCCA (Toronto, Canada) as well as being 
represented in numerous public and private collections. Hayuk earned her BFA in 
interrelated media at Massachusetts College of Art. She has been the recipient of 
several fellowships including The Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, 
Clocktower Residency/ Andy Warhol Foundation and The Lighthouse Works on Fishers 
Island, NY. Hayuk maintains an independent studio practice in Brooklyn, New York and 
is represented by GROWROOM // SHOWROOM and A.L.I.C.E. Gallery, Brussels, 
Belgium. 
 
JOHN ORTH 
John Orth is an artist and musician working in New York City. He recently received an 
MFA in sculpture at Virginia Commonwealth University. He was the 2017 recipient of a 
The Dedalus Foundation grant. John is a founding member of the band Holopaw, who 



released two recordings on Sub Pop Records. He is also a contributing member of 
Isaac Brock’s solo project, Ugly Casanova. His recent video work, Emporium, is a 
retelling of Jorge Luis Borge's Celestial Emporium of Benevolent Knowledge. 
 
BENJY RUSSELL 
Born and raised in rural Oklahoma, Benjy Russell is an artist currently based in 
Dowelltown, Tennessee. His multidisciplinary work seeks to uncover truths and partial 
truths of human nature through imagined realities, fictional portraiture, and alleged 
artifacts. Working under the assumption that in every lie there is a kernel of truth, 
Russell's work exists in an "almost" reality that takes into question spatial relationships, 
dimensionality, and magical realism as they apply to gender politics, objectification of 
archetypes, glorification of symbols, objects as subjects, science as religion, 
transmogrification, and masculine and feminine definitions/expectations in queer 
subcultures. Russell’s photography, sculpture, and collage weave stories with an almost 
blinding vision as if seen through an elegantly dysfunctional periscope.  
 
WOLFY PART II 
Wolfy Part II is an artist, musician and master printmaker. His work can be found locally 
in the MoMA, The Whitney, and The Met. His music can be experienced as Red Dawn 
II. He is currently the resident artist at Instar Lodge in Germantown, NY. He enjoys 
crafts and good woodpiles with his family in Gallatin, NY. 
 
ABOUT THE CURATORS: 
Originally from Santa Cruz, California, Alethia Weingarten lives and works in Brooklyn, 
New York. Before her career as an independent curator and gallerist, Weingarten was 
the Gallery Director of the now seminal 111 Minna Gallery in San Francisco from 1996 - 
2000. It was there that Maya Hayuk and Alethia met, became friends and have been 
co-conspirators ever since. Weingarten has served as Director of Sales and Operations 
Manager at The Center for Advancement of Contemporary Art since 2015. 
 
 
EXHIBITION DETAILS: 
The Likes of Us 
December 5, 2017 - January 20, 2018 
Curated by Maya Hayuk and Alethia Weingarten 
GROWROOM // SHOWROOM 
700 Lorimer Street 2nd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11211 
WWW.GROWROOMSHOWROOM.COM 
 
VIP PRESS PREVIEW: Tuesday, December 5, 5 - 7 PM 
OPENING RECEPTION: Tuesday, December 5, 7-10 PM 
CLOSING RECEPTION: Saturday, January 20, 5 - 8PM  
GALLERY HOURS: Friday/ Saturday (excluding holidays) 12 - 5PM and by 
appointment. 
 
FOLLOW: TWITTER, INSTAGRAM and FACEBOOK 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Alethia Weingarten growroomshowroom@gmail.com 
/  646.479.4132 


